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The Scottish Parliament is in dissolution until after the election on 3 May 2007, and the UK Parliament is in recess until 16 April 2007. 
Note that some weblinks, particularly of newspaper articles, are only valid for a short period of time, usually around a month.
Please send information for inclusion in MEMO to j-scot@j-scot.org.uk 
and requests to be added to circulation to mail@bemis.org.uk 

	Immigration and Asylum
Press Releases 
Border and Immigration Agency goes live
http://bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/borderandimmigrationagency 
New immigration fees from 2 April 2007
http://bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/newimmigrationfeesapril2007 

Introduction of language and citizenship knowledge testing for settlement applications from 2 April
http://bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/citizenknowledge 




	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
New publication
Important information for families seeking asylum In Scotland: Legacy Cases
http://paih.org/IMPORTANT%20INFORMATION%20FOR%20FAMILIES%20SEEKING%20ASYLUM%20IN%20SCOTLAND.pdf 
News
Fans’ Polish chant for Saints    

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/04/02/newsstory9506313t0.asp
Revamped immigration agency gets to work   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=507372007
Migrant workers' employers targeted
http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=17025987&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221 

Pastor waits for asylum court D-day    

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1301510.0.pastor_waits_for_asylum_court_dday.php
Forcible deportations of asylum seekers to double in Scotland   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=510622007
Polish staff are the dish of the day for haggis maker   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=508122007
Immigrants set up illegal camp in Hyde Park 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/04/04/ncamp04.xml 

Aid for migrant workers after fire   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/04/06/newsstory9525928t0.asp
Glasgow Girls in ‘Declaration of Scotstoun’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1314707.0.0.php
£200 gets you into UK at the new Sangatte   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article1626701.ece



	Immigration and Asylum
News (continued)
Reid faces crisis over new migrant influx from Sangatte   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article1626724.ece
Migration tally reveals British brain drain   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/04/08/nskills08.xml
Axing free English lessons will 'hit workforce'    

http://education.independent.co.uk/further/article2420564.ece
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	Racism
Press Release
Situation of Roma in Europe demands more rigorous action  

http://fra.europa.eu/eumc/index.php?fuseaction=content.dsp_cat_content&catid=9 
News
Race thugs jailed for street attack    

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1306969.0.race_thugs_jailed_for_street_attack.php
Man fined for black gnome jibe   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/scotland.cfm?id=511802007
Britishness lessons 'fuel racism'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/6535089.stm
Lessons in being British 'are racist'   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,2052537,00.html
Britishness lessons 'fuel racism'    

http://education.independent.co.uk/news/article2432463.ece



	Racism

News (continued)
Sending a mixed message   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.1313103.0.0.php
TOP



	Other Westminster
Press Release
Kelly sets out plan to isolate and defeat extremists    
http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1002882&PressNoticeID=2405
New publications
Preventing Violent Extremism - Winning hearts and minds    
http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/401/PreventingviolentextremismWinningheartsandminds_id1509401.pdf
Preventing Violent Extremism Pathfinder Fund 2007/2008 - Case studies    

http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/404/PreventingViolentExtremismPathfinderFund20072008Casestudies_id1509404.pdf
The Role of Muslim Identity Politics in Radicalisation (a study in progress)   

http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/393/TheRoleofMuslimIdentityPoliticesinRadicalisationastudyinprogress_id1509393.pdf
TOP



	Scottish Parliament and Council Elections
New publication
MEMO+ Briefing

Scottish Parliamentary and Council Elections: How to use your vote
http://www.j-scot.org.uk/MEMO+/Briefing/07iii_MEMO+_How_to_use_your_vote.doc 
News
Let the debate begin in race for Holyrood 2007   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=505582007
Key seats to watch as election battle kicks off   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=505592007
Election website fights voter apathy and brings power to the people   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=507822007
Voters get behind public services    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6526715.stm
Campaign goes under the spotlight   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6528697.stm
Whatever you think, just vote. For Scotland’s sake   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.1314673.0.0.php
BNP imports candidates to qualify for TV adverts   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=539442007
An election watershed   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=539292007
Waiting in vain for some real vision   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=539282007
At the crucible   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1315292.0.election_2007_at_the_crucible.php
The polls: Swings and roundabouts   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1315293.0.the_polls_swings_and_roundabouts.php



	


	Scottish Parliament and Council Elections

News (continued)
Becalmed before the storm   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1315297.0.election_2007_becalmed_before_the_storm.php
Grey liberation   

http://www.sundayherald.com/election2007/election2007/display.var.1315294.0.election_2007_grey_liberation.php
Mrs Labour Lite   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/politics.cfm?id=539672007
I am loving this battle of hustings   

http://www.sundaymail.co.uk/opinion/columnists/rosiekane/
A lady not for turning   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=539452007
'Hello, I'm Pauline'-and then the door slammed   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=539642007
Political Party Websites
Conservative Party

http://www.scottishconservatives.com/ 
Christian Party

http://thechristianparty.org/cmsparty/index.php?option=com_content&task=blogcategory&id=69&Itemid=65 
Green Party

http://www.scottishgreens.org.uk/ 
Labour Party
http://www.scottishlabour.org.uk/ 

Liberal Democrat Party

http://www.scotlibdems.org.uk/ 

NHS First

http://www.nhsfirst.org.uk/html/mev_brown.html 




	Scottish Parliament and Council Elections

Political Party Websites (continued)
Scottish Voice

http://www.scottishvoice.net/index2.htm 
Scottish National Party
http://www.snp.org/ 

Solidarity

http://www.solidarityscotland.org/ 
Scottish Senior Citizens Unity Party

http://www.sscup.org/index.html 
Scottish Socialist Party

http://www.scottishsocialistparty.org/ 

United Kingdom Independence Party

http://www.ukipscotland.org/ 
TOP



	New Publication
The Impact of Pensions Reform Proposals on the Self-Employed from Black and Minority Ethnic Groups

http://www.runnymedetrust.org/publications/pdfs/Pensions%20Briefing%20Paper%20March%2029%202007.pdf 

TOP



	Other News
Forced marriage toll exposed   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1300804.0.0.php



	Other News (continued)
Discontent voiced over slavery events    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6523327.stm
New business bank account for Muslims    

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=513442007
New Charity Regulations Announced

http://www.oscr.org.uk/NewsItem.aspx?ID=c3a227b3-fd65-4a27-a93d-bee690fee2e8 

Tradition of the turban unravelling among young Sikhs   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=539362007
Christians must soldier on in defence of eternal values   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=539862007
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Westminster
UK Borders Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/053/2007053.pdf
TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
Consultation on revised planning guidance in relation to Travelling Showpeople 
(27 April 2007)
http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/794/Consultationonrevisedplanningguidanceinrel ationtoTravellingShowpeople_id1505794.pdf 

 


	Consultations (continued)
** Planning Better Outcomes and Support for Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children (31 May 2007)

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/uasc.pdf
Changes to Section 9 of the Race Relations Act 1976  (14 September 2007)

http://www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/open/changesracerelations/consultation
Census consultation (General Register Office for Scotland) (7 June 2007)

http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/files1/stats/spring-07-census-consult.pdf 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (online survey) (no closing date given)
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=867383155976 
TOP



	Funding Opportunities
2007 Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade: live grant-making event on 25 May, at The Gathering (SECC, Glasgow)
Up to £200,000 will be awarded through a fast-track application process, where groups can walk away with up to £10,000 for their project, with grants paid within 7 days (subject to sufficient checks). 

‘Awards for All’ is looking for innovative, creative projects to be put up for quick assessment and the chance to win the public vote on the day. It could be a project tackling racial harassment, an oral history project exploring past experiences, an arts group that wants to make a film about the issue of human rights or an older people’s club in Aberdeen that wants to visit another part of Scotland to understand its links to the slave trade. 

Submit an application either by post to Awards for All, 1 Atlantic Quay, 1 Robertson Street, Glasgow G2 8JB, to arrive no later than 24th May, or by handing it in at the Gathering by 10am on the 25th of May. For information contact  the Big Lottery Fund on 0870 240 2391 or see http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/scotland/bicentenary.html
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
This week!
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) Meet the Regulator events

12 April 2007 in Dundee
19 April 2007 in Glasgow
1 May 2007 in Aberdeen
9 May 2007 in Skye
26 September 2007 in Lerwick
Additional events will be held in Edinburgh, Orkney, Western Isles and Dumfries.

A series of half day training events intended for charity trustees and administrators of smaller charities (those with an income of less than £100,000). The programme will include a general introduction to OSCR, the 2005 Act and supporting regulations, Consents and Notifications, Accounts workshop (receipts and payments) and Trustee Duties. For information contact OSCR 01382 220446 / info@oscr.org.uk  or see http://www.oscr.org.uk/EventsCalendar.stm 
The Implictions of the European Employment Regulations

18 April in Edinburgh

SCVO seminar to explore and raise personal awareness of the European Employment Regulations on sexual orientation, faith / belief and age legislation and ensuring that organisations policies do not discriminate on these grounds. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 /  Equalities@scvo.org.uk
** Scotland’s Travelling Communities: Identities, Cultures, Continuities and Changes
25 – 27 April 2007 
Exhibition of past and present day images reflecting the diverse lifestyles & cultures of Gypsies and Travellers in Scotland. For information contact Jean Oliver jean.oliver@education.ed.ac.uk / 0131 651 6444 or see http://www.scottishtravellered.net/news/apr07/X_postersm.pdf 
** Scotland’s Travelling Communities: Identities, Cultures, Continuities and Changes
26 April 2007 in Edinburgh
Scottish Traveller Education Programme conference to raise awareness of the different Gypsy and Traveller communities  living in Scotland and offer examples of good practice in creating a climate in which the educational needs of Gypsy and Traveller pupils and their families can be met. For information contact Jean Oliver 0131 651 6444 / jean.oliver@education.ed.ac.uk or see http://www.scottishtravellered.net/news/apr07/conference.pdf 
** Equalities Training for Voluntary Organisations
For organisations that receive funding through a Community Planning Partnership or subject to a Regeneration Outcome Agreement
8 May 2007 in Paisley (9.30 – 4.30)
Seminar to raise awareness of the key concepts of equality, gain an understanding of equalities legislation and the implications for the organisation and help identify personal and organisational methods to help implement equalities. For information contact Nan McCluggage 0141 225 8013 / nan.mccluggage@scvo.org.uk 



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
** Civicus World Assembly

23 – 27 May 2007 in Glasgow

Civicus is a forum for international civil society representatives to meet to exchange ideas and experiences and to build strategies for a just world. For information see http://www.civicusassembly.org/ 
** The Gathering

24 – 26 May in Glasgow
The largest charity and voluntary sector event in the UK, bringing together voluntary sector staff, volunteers, community activists. For information see
http://www.scvo.org.uk/gatherscotland/Home/Home.aspx 
** BEMIS is providing a limited number of free stalls at the Gathering to enable ethnic minority organisations to promote their projects. For information contact Heather McMullen 0141 548 8047 / heather.mcmullen@bemis.org.uk 
Live grant-making event: 2007 Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade

25 May 2007 at The Gathering at the SECC in Glasgow

See “Funding Opportunities” (above) for details
MSc in Racism and Imperialism
Begins September 2007

University of Glasgow course that investigates the part played by racism and imperialism in shaping the cultures and structures of the modern world. It invites students to examine the possibility that the emergence of racist beliefs and imperialist politics may be, in surprising and disconcerting ways, central to the development of modern society. Its aims are:

· to examine the roles played by racism and imperialism in the formation of the modern world; 

· to assess various theoretical explanations of the causes, nature and consequences of racism and imperialism; 

· to provide students with the intellectual resources necessary for a critical consideration of the racialised and imperialist power relations in the contemporary context.

For information contact Clair Clarke 0141 330 4088 / c.clarke@socsci.gla..ac.uk  or see http://www.gla.ac.uk/departments/sociology/pginfo/mscracism.htm 
TOP



	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
TOP
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